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realize that it was easier and more profitable to absorb the trade and riches of 
Spanish-America through the peaceful agencies of treaty and concession than by 
endeavoring to enforce a trade in the old-fashioned way inaugurated by Drake 
and his Elizabethan contemporaries." The author's very sensible view of this 
matter fairly indicates the character of his book, every chapter of which may 
be read with pleasure and profit. There are chapters on the Spanish colonial 
system, the freebooters of the sixteenth century, the beginnings of the buccaneers, 
the conquest of Jamaica, Tortuga, Porto Bello and Panama, the suppression of 
the buccaneers by the government, and the lapse of buccaneering into mere 
piracy. M. W. 

An Unknown People in an Unknown Land. An Account of the Life and 
Customs of the Lengua Indians of the Paraguayan Chaco, with Adventures and 
Experiences met with during twenty years' pioneering and exploration amongst 
them. By W. Barbrooke Grubb. 330 pp., illustrations and map, appendices 
and index. J. B. Lippincott Company, Philadelphia, 1911. $3.50. 

Vast levels of treeless grass-land interspersed with open palm groves or 
scrubby thickets, in rainy seasons a vast swamp with water everywhere though 
rarely open, in dry time a withered prairie, desolate and inhospitable, food- 
less but for the abundant lung-fish (Lepidosiren) buried in the mud beneath 
the baked surface, whence they are dug out by squalid Lengua Indians, clothed 
to the waist with a single garment, the women of skins, the men of a blanket — 
such is the Chaco in Paraguay. The Lengua is low in the arts, possesses almost 
nothing, has no permanent home, gorges himself when he happens on food, but 
is lazy and improvident lest his fellow profit by his labors. The law of his 
tribe would compel him to admit less energetic members to his house if he made 
it larger or drier, so he makes but a wind-break of branches. As surplus of 
corn or other food would be at once property of his companions he produces 
only for merest necessity. 

Among these men, hostile and suspicious of foreigners, W. Barbrooke Grubb 
thrust himself some twenty years back, unwelcome, but resolute to win their con- 
fidence. Early chapters seem to make, capital of the hardship and danger of 
the attempt. There is no need. It was a man's task well done. For years 
alone, he mastered their language and their habits, won their confidence and 
their liking, and the picture he paints of their ways and thoughts impress us 
with the nearness of his approach to that strange, shy creature, primitive man. 
He believes they have degenerated from a previous, higher state, coming per- 
haps from the Andes. The socialistic law that forbids individual ownership 
has been imposed on them, like their habit of infanticide, by the harsh conditions 
of their wanderings through the forest. Progress was begun by the Mission in 
improving their condition when this socialism was destroyed (all unconscious 
Mr. Grubb, the while, that the irony of circumstances is bringing another band 
of white socialists a quarter way round the world from Australia to try out the 
community-of-goods idea only 500 miles away — and fail, — in the colonies Nueva 
Australia and Cosme). 

The Mission has fixed the Indians in permanent homes, has checked infanti- 
cide, is teaching industry and thrift. It is an accomplishment and Grubb's part 
an amazing contribution to human endurance and steadfastness and to knowl- 
edge. The book is good reading, but the reader will not wish to emigrate to the 
Paraguayan Chaco. Mark Jefferson. 



